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The intent of this roadway improvement project is to 
improve traffic operations and safety at the 
intersection of Virginia Route 7 Harry Byrd Highway 
and Route 711 Williams Gap Road.  Currently, the lack 
of a deceleration lane along westbound Route 7 
approaching Williams Gap Road can result in 
unexpected decreases in operating speeds caused by 
vehicles slowing down to turn onto Williams Gap Road 
from the right-hand travel lane.  The intersection is 
currently controlled by a stop sign on Williams Gap 
Road. 
 
In 2015, the number of right turning vehicles onto 
Williams Gap Road was estimated to be 30 vehicles 
per day.  That number is projected to grow to 50 
vehicles per day by the project’s design year of 2039. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Westbound Route 7 will be widened with the 
addition of a 350 ft. long lane designated as a right-
turn only lane plus a 200 ft. long taper.  The turn 
lane will include a 4 ft. wide shoulder, 2 ft. of which 
will be paved.   
 
Also, about 150 ft. of Williams Gap Road will be 
regraded and hard-surfaced in order to effectively 
tie into the new turn lane. 
 
Drainage improvements will be made within the 
project limits consisting of improved roadside 
ditches and enlarged culverts to convey stormwater 
along and across the Route 7 right of way. 

 


